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    PRESS LISTINGS


March - May 2008

Press Listings 
March gallery opening hours: 10.00am to 6.00pm, Mon - Sun
Please note new gallery opening hours from 1 April 2008: Tue - Sun and Bank Holiday Mondays 10.00am – 6.00pm
Highlights
1. Burbs Season, March 08. A selection of films inspired by Bill Owens’s photographs demonstrating how filmmakers have always found a rich inspiration in the American suburbs.

2. Semiconductor, April 08. Semiconductor's stunning new sound and video installation Brilliant Noise investigates our perception of the natural world.

3. Mayfest, May 2008. A weekend of performance brought together by Arnolfini and Mayfest.
4. Saskia Holmkvist, April – June 08. Holmkvist's exhibition presents a major new video installation exploring notions of credibility, social strategy, and how we all engage in role-play.
5. Mash Up, 19 April. Arnolfini's free regular family-friendly activity day.

March - May 2008 

Exhibitions Listings
Until Sun 30 March

Michael Stevenson

Persepolis 2530
Described as an ‘anthropologist of the avant-garde’, Michael Stevenson investigates the mythology that surrounds renowned and controversial events which have been significant in the spheres of both art and politics.

Predominantly working with sculpture and installation, Stevenson looks for and pieces together relationships between the myth and the reality of these occurrences. Persepolis 2530, his exhibition at Arnolfini, revisits the site of an extravagant week-long party held in 1971 by the Shah of Iran amongst the ruins of the ancient Persian city of Persepolis. Reconstructing part of the temporary architecture built for the celebrations (itself now a ruin) Stevenson looks at this pivotal moment in Iranian history which led towards the subsequent revolution. Stevenson has included Andy Warhol's rarely seen portrait of the Shah of Iran - Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi, made c.1978. Warhol was one of a number of Western avant-garde artists supported by the Iranian monarchy.

With the kind assistance of Bristol's Museums, Galleries & Archives.

Until Sun 30 March

Bill Owens

Suburbia Revisited
Photographer Bill Owens is highly influential for an entire generation of American photographers in the lineage of social documentary. He gained acclaim for his series of black & white photographs entitled Suburbia, documenting the birth of newly-built suburban neighbourhoods in California during the early 70s. As a newcomer himself to one of these suburban districts, Owens captured images of families, furniture, lawns, street parties and formica, offering an insight into the aspirations for the domestic American dream at the time. Owens’ photo essay is candid and charming in its portrayal of this significant era. 

The original Suburbia photographs will be presented alongside the world premiere of Owens' new series, entitled New Suburbia, offering a present-day insight into some of the same locations that he originally documented a generation ago. This is Owens’s first solo exhibition in the UK.
Sat 12 April - Sun 15 June

Saskia Holmkvist

Role Control
What’s the appeal in watching someone faking it? Saskia Holmkvist's exhibition presents a major new video installation exploring notions of credibility, social strategy, and how we all engage in role-play.

In Saskia Holmkvist’s best-known work Interview with Saskia Holmkvist (2005), the artist hired a media relations expert to train her to deliver a short statement about the themes of authenticity in her practice. The video documents Holmkvist rehearsing this statement with apparent sincerity and authority, but in doing so, a neat self-referential moment occurs as the work undermines and questions the authenticity of the situation.

This work in particular connects two of Holmkvist’s main interests which are the focus of this exhibition; the common languages of information such as factual documentary, and PR and marketing strategies, she elucidates on how these can be manipulated as well as actually being a source of manipulation.

The exhibition presents her newly commissioned film productions Role Control and In Character. The works develop on Holmkvist’s research into self-presentation and role-play, taking as their departure point the psychology of meetings, job interviews and interrogations. They emphasize the preparations for such situations, looking at the strategies employed for coaxing, mediating, cross-examining and disclosing information.

Alongside these new commissions, the exhibition will present a selection of existing works, including System (2001) which first brought her to national prominence in her native Sweden. This will be the first solo exhibition of work by Saskia Holmkvist in the UK.

The artist will lead a tour of the exhibition at 5.30pm on Fri 11 April. Free. Booking essential.

Produced in collaboration with Index, Stockholm, Role Control and In Character will be presented simultaneously at both institutions.

Sat 12 April - Sun 15 June

Torsten Lauschmann

Torsten Lauschmann’s work is characterised by a sense of playful experimentation and generosity. He works in a wide range of media including video projection, animation, photography, sculpture and performance. Since 2000 he has been developing techniques through which to explore the sculptural qualities of video projection. This has often involved projecting manipulated found footage or animation onto sculptural objects or elaborate geometric wall drawings to produce an illusion of three-dimensionality. For his exhibition at Arnolfini, Lauschmann will be presenting new work which develops this investigation into the philosophical and social potential of technologies.

Glasgow based Lauschmann has been awarded a Space for 10 residency which has been hosted jointly by Spike Island and Arnolfini. Space for 10 is a national residency programme run by The Art House and funded by The Esmée Fairbairn Foundation.

Fri 4 - Sun 20 Apr 10.00am - 6.00pm

Semiconductor

Brilliant Noise
Dark Studio 
Free

Semiconductor's stunning new sound and video installation investigates our perception of the natural world. During a five-month fellowship at NASA’s Space Sciences Laboratory, Ruth Jarman and Joe Gerhardt explored the techniques, materials and philosophies used by scientists to discover near-space. This new work reveals worlds beyond our sensory awareness which probe the limits of human understanding and experience including images of the sun and visual representations of magnetic fields. 

Arts Council England International Artists Fellowship Programme: Art and Space Science at the UC Berkeley Space Sciences Lab., University of California, U.S.A. In partnership with the Leonardo network and NASA. 

Fri 7 March - Wed 2 April

Arnolfini & Knowle West Media Centre Co-Commissions 

The Harrison Studio & Associates (Britain) Greenhouse Britain: Losing Ground, Gaining Wisdom & Teresa Dillon: Seeing at a Distance

Exhibition at Knowle West Media Centre

Knowle West Media Centre (KWMC) is partnering Arnolfini to showcase the latest work by two of the US’s foremost ecological artists, Newton and Helen Mayer Harrison. The exhibition is a response to predictions that climate change will mean sea levels rise by up to five metres this century, displacing two million people in Britain alone and re-shaping the nation’s lifestyles and landscapes. Using studies of three rivers, including the Avon, a giant relief map of Britain and multimedia projections, they ask: “The oceans will rise gracefully. Can we withdraw with equal grace?” 

This show is one of eight artist commissions, offered to mark the opening of the new KWMC, under the banner title Keys. These include a second Arnolfini / KWMC co-commission Seeing at a Distance by Teresa Dillon. She has been tracking noise level changes on routes linking Arnolfini with the new building, and then interpreting the data to create maps for walkers travelling between the two venues, with points for reflection along the way.

The Newton and Helen Mayer Harrison exhibition is at KWMC’s new HQ at Leinster Avenue, BS4 INL. 
Visit www.kwmc.org.uk for more details including directions and opening times, or phone 0117 917 2300/01.

Exhibition Tours

Saturdays 2.00pm 

Free / No need to book

Each week there is an informal tour of the exhibitions, discussing the work, with opportunities for questions.

1 Mar Robin Mariner, writer and lecturer at Bath Spa University 

8 Mar Naz Massoumi, Iranian documentary film maker

15 Mar Al Cameron, Film Coordinator, Arnolfini

22 Mar Jan Verwoert, art critic

29 Mar Verity Alexander, Duty Manager, Arnolfini

12 Apr Clare Thornton, artist and curator

19 Apr Tim Harrison, Live Art and Dance Coordinator, Arnolfini

26 Apr Matt Jenkins, artist. This tour will be led in BSL with spoken interpretation

3 May Rachelle Fuerth, Marketing Trainee, Arnolfini

10 May Tom Bugs, artist and sonic tinkerer

17 May Elisa Kay, Exhibitions Coordinator, Arnolfini

24 May Marie-Anne McQuay, Curator, Spike Island

31 May David Trigg, Reading Room Assistant, Arnolfini
Mar - May 2008

Exhibition Listings
Mar – May 2008 

Live/Dance Listings
Fri 7 Mar 7.30pm 

Dance Bristol & Arnolfini

New Directions
£8.00/£6.00 concs

Laïla Diallo is "Quietly Dazzling" - Evening Standard.

New Directions is a platform of new dance works by Bristol based choreographers Laïla Diallo, Charlotte Hacker and Sarah Cunliffe. Diallo will be performing her solo The Wayside, inspired by a Llasa de Sela song, which explores the physicality of loss and resilience. Hacker’s new work commissioned by Dance Bristol is performed by Polly Matteson. Alongside these works is the film Laura by Sarah Cunliffe, inspired by Celia Johnson’s performance in David Lean’s film Brief Encounter.

Fri 11 April 7.30pm & Sat 12 Apr 3.00pm

Tom Marshman

The Invitation
£8.00/£6.00 concs

Tom Marshman's new piece The Invitation is inspired by the memories and stories of older people in response to his earlier trilogy of performance work Everyone's Companion to Life & Love. Over the past year, Marshman and facilitator Clare Thornton toured the trilogy for older adult groups who have little or no experience of this kind of performance work. The Invitation is the result of these meetings where many memories and stories were shared.

Sat 26 - Sun 27 April

Live Platform

I Am Still Your Worst Nightmare
Platform Pass £10.00/£8.00 concs

Last year’s platform, where 50 artists performed their own work for Arnolfini audiences, was such a success that we’re doing it again. I Am Still Your Worst Nightmare has been developed with Theatre Bristol to showcase new live art, experimental theatre, durational, installation and film work from new and established UK-based artists. Performances will be taking place throughout Arnolfini over the course of the weekend. For artists, this is a chance to show your work in front of up to 200 people; for audiences this is a chance to see a whole range of national and local artists. If you’re a new or established artist interested in showing your short new work go to 
www.arnolfini.org.uk/whatson/livedances.php for details of how to apply.

A Platform Pass gets you into all performances over the weekend as well as the Nightmare Party. However, entry to limited capacity events will be on a first come, first served basis. Durational performances and installations are open to all, including non-ticket holders. Full schedule will be available from 7 April.

Sat 26 Apr 8.30pm - 11.00pm 

Absolut(e) Nightmare Party
Arnolfini Bar
Free

After a hectic day’s watching or performing, unwind then crank up the weekend with Absolut(e) Nightmare. Featuring party tunes from the darkest corners of your mind, visuals from America’s twisted subconscious, and special drinks promotions to keep away the nasty dreams. Absolut(e) vodka £1.00 per shot or £1.50 per double.

Fri 4 - Sun 20 Apr 10.00am - 6.00pm

Semiconductor

Brilliant Noise
Dark Studio 
Free

Semiconductor's stunning new sound and video installation investigates our perception of the natural world. During a five-month fellowship at NASA’s Space Sciences Laboratory, Ruth Jarman and Joe Gerhardt explored the techniques, materials and philosophies used by scientists to discover near-space. This new work reveals worlds beyond our sensory awareness which probe the limits of human understanding and experience including images of the sun and visual representations of magnetic fields. 

Arts Council England International Artists Fellowship Programme: Art and Space Science at the UC Berkeley Space Sciences Lab., University of California, U.S.A. In partnership with the Leonardo network and NASA. 

Fri 4 Apr 7.30pm 

Semiconductor Live Performance
£3.00/£2.00 concs

Accompanying the launch of the Brilliant Noise exhibition at Arnolfini, Semiconductor present a digital sound performance drawing on the materials and technologies employed in its creation.

Sat 5 Apr 3.00pm 

Semiconductor Presents: Chris Davis, Solar Physicist
£3.00/£2.00 concs 

Space scientist Chris Davis from the Science & Technology Facilities Council will reveal the science behind the solar images as well as current NASA missions to the sun. He will also answer questions from the audience. Brilliant Noise is accompanied by a DVD catalogue, Worlds in Flux, which showcases works from the past five years and includes 10 alternative soundtracks to the installation by commissioned artists and musicians.

Semiconductor talk about their work on 7 April at Watershed as part of the Creative Technology Network. Visit www.creativetechnologynetwork.co.uk for details.

Fri 18 & Sat 19 Apr 7.30pm 

Pacitti Company 

Civil
£8.00/£6.00 concs

"A seamless flow of beautifully crafted, intelligent images" Christopher Hewitt - Live Art Magazine 

In 1996 Robert Pacitti travelled to New York to meet and spend time with author and raconteur, Quentin Crisp, in order to produce a new work taking Crisp's infamous autobiography The Naked Civil Servant as its starting point. Exploring issues of liberty - and disobedience - Civil includes live performance, film, slides, original sound materials and music. Since Crisp’s death the piece has undeniably shifted, and this early work that set out to explore shared aspirations and joint activism now reads as a series of images and ideas placed in relation to notions of legacy.

Thu 1 May 7.30pm 

Laïla Diallo 
Sense of Self
£8.00/£6.00 concs

Sense of Self is a choreographic collaboration between Mélanie Demers and Laïla Diallo. At its heart is the desire to creatively investigate identity. Is identity not in a constant state of becoming, always redefining itself? Demers and Diallo perform this new duet, interlacing evocative images, compelling dancing and thought provoking ideas.

Supported by Bristol City Council and Abolition 200.

Fri 9 & Sat 10 May 7.30pm & 8.30pm 

Chunky Move
Glow 
£6.00/£4.50 concs

We are delighted to welcome one of Australia's most important contemporary dance companies to Bristol. Glow is an illuminating choreographic essay by Artistic Director Gideon Obarzanek and Interactive Software Creator Frieder Weiss. Beneath the glow of a sophisticated video tracking system, a lone organic being mutates in and out of human form into unfamiliar, sensual and grotesque creature states. Utilising the latest in interactive video technologies a digital landscape is generated in real time in response to the dancers' movement. The bodies' gestures are extended by and in turn manipulate the video world that surrounds them, rendering none of these intense, half hour performances exactly the same.

Mayfest At Arnolfini

This weekend of performance has been brought together by Arnolfini and Mayfest. Some are co-presentations and others have been curated by Arnolfini. We welcome back familiar names to unusual locations and bring together some extraordinary shows. For full Mayfest programme visit www.mayfestbristol.co.uk
Fri 16 & Sat 17 May 7.30pm
Mayfest - Tim Crouch/News From Nowhere
England
 £8.00/£6.00 concs

A big hit at the Edinburgh Festival, ENGLAND is the story of a search for a new heart. It’s a story about a life saved and an illness overcome at any cost. It’s a tour through spaces and across borders: from an art gallery to a jam factory, from Lisbon to Osaka, from a hospital bed to a hotel room. Taking place within Arnolfini's current exhibitions, the work continues Tim Crouch’s fascination with the nature of the theatrical experience; the communication of an idea from actor to audience… and back again. 

Fri 16 May 10.00pm 

Mayfest - Hello Sailor (Goodbye Heart) 
Tom Marshman and friends 
(Location to be confirmed)
Following a number of forays over recent months where he has been found around Arnolfini in a sailor costume, Marshman will set out to saturate his life with all things sailory. A companion piece to last year’s Finding my Inner Cowboy, Tom and some new sailor friends will be taking boat trips, scrubbing the decks, recreating battles, making rum cocktails and of course getting a tattoo. Somewhere late and in the city, he will reveal his new identity especially for Mayfest.

Sun 18 May 11.30am & 4.00pm 
Mayfest - Mem Morrison 
Leftovers 
 In a café location to be confirmed, Price includes full cooked breakfast. When booking, please let us know if you require a vegetarian breakfast. 
£10.00/£8.00 concs / Booking essential

The full English breakfast is given a Citizenship Test as Mem Morrison returns to his roots to explore the cultural connotations of the traditional greasy spoon café. Leftovers is a performance and sound installation which is an affectionate yet probing view of how cultures meet, eat, socialise with and influence each other. Taking place in time-honoured cafés, the work brings together Mem’s cultural and culinary concerns alongside the personal histories of Turkish Cypriot café owners.

Sun 18 May 7.30pm 
Mayfest  - Rosie Dennis 
Double Bill: Love Song Dedication & Fraudulent Behaviour 
£8.00/£6.00 concs

Sydney-based Rosie Dennis presents a reworking of her Inbetween Time festival hit Love Song Dedication alongside a work-in-progress of a brand new piece, developed during a two-week residency at Arnolfini. Dennis will be working with secrets and lies, exploring how they can shape, create and recreate a person’s identity. Fraudulent Behaviour questions the blurred distinction between reality and fantasy and what happens when people begin to believe the fiction over the fact. Send her a secret or a lie before 18 May and this may be incorporated into the performance. This can be done anonymously simply marked Rosie Dennis c/o Arnolfini or to tim.harrison@ arnolfini.org.uk

Fri 30 & Sat 31 May 7.30pm 

Goat Island
The Lastmaker
 £8.00/£6.00 concs

After 20 years of creating challenging and highly acclaimed performance, much of which has appeared at Arnolfini, The Lastmaker is Goat Island’s ninth and final piece, a fitting conclusion to the company’s journey.The performance is structured around the form and iconography of the Hagia Sophia in Istanbul, a site that has been a Byzantine church, a Mosque and a museum over its history. Incorporating the company’s highly energetic and physically demanding choreography, Goat Island explore the layering of these three identities and the complex interweaving of stories and cultures enclosed within the building.

Sun 1 June 7.30pm 
We’d Like Fireworks
Dinner with Goat Island and Friends 
£18.00/£16.00 concs

We have been thinking about how to mark Goat Island’s important last moments at Arnolfini - it just didn’t feel right to make this a formal or sad affair. We want to create an event that is more in the spirit of their extraordinary collaboration with Bristol's artists and audiences over the years. So we would like to invite you to join us and the company for a unique dinner event where you will become part of memory unravelling in a heartfelt and fond farewell. 
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      Live Listings

Mar - May 2008

Film Listings
Tickets £5.50/£4.00 concs including Double Bills, or as advertised.

The 'Burbs Season
A selection of films inspired by Bill Owens’s photographs demonstrating how filmmakers have always 
found a rich inspiration in the American suburbs.

Sat 1 Mar 6.30pm

Back To The Future (PG) 
& Lester Burnham DJ set in the Bar

A caper everyone knows - the Van Halen-loving Hill Valley teen, the Doc, the DeLorean accidentally sent back to 1955, and Marty McFly’s subsequent adventures in restoring his family’s fortunes and his own future existence while teaching his forebears a trick or two. A classic that fuelled all our small-town fantasies. 

Dir. Robert Zemeckis USA 1985 1h 56m

Sun 2 Mar 2.30pm & 4.45pm

Things Money Can’t Buy Double Bill 
Far From Heaven (12A) & The Virgin Suicides (15)

An idealised suburbia, lovingly referencing the films of Douglas Sirk, is the setting for this study of racial and sexual bigotry in 50s America. Haynes’ superb pastiche is impeccably crafted and acted, but for all its knowing calculation and virtuosity, it is ultimately as moving as the material to which he pays homage. 

Dir. Todd Haynes USA 2001 1h 47m

+

Coppola’s acclaimed debut, set in an affluent 1970s Michigan suburb, follows the plight of five doomed sisters and the local boys whom they captivate. Bill Owens’s photos were a powerful influence on Coppola’s visual style, and she introduced his anthology, Leisure.

Dir. Sofia Coppola USA 1999 1h 36m 

Pool Party Double Bill 
Dogtown & Z Boys (15) & The Swimmer (PG) 

Sun 9 Mar 2.30pm & 4.15pm

An infectious documentary chronicling the rebirth of skateboarding from the outsider spirit of a group of 70s Californian teenagers. With terrific archive footage and interviews with the (somewhat chubbier) Zephyr team 25 years on. 

Dir. Stacy Peralta USA 2001 1h 31m

+

Burt Lancaster plays the middle-aged Ned, who decides one morning to swim home via every pool in his neighbourhood. With each pool and its corresponding set of neighbours, we begin to realize that Ned may not be as self-assuredly 'okay' as he first seemed in this parable about the fearful void at the heart of affluent suburbia.

Dir. Frank Perry USA 1968 1h 35m

Sat 29 Mar 6pm & 8.30pm

Discoveries Double Bill 
American Beauty (15) & Blue Velvet (18) 

Frustrated Lester Burnham, a family man who becomes infatuated with his daughter’s best friend, has the ultimate mid-life crisis, causing his home life to disintegrate. 

Dir. Sam Mendes USA 1998 2h 2m

+

A modern masterpiece, obsessed with the strangeness that hides in the nooks and crannies of suburban America. Troubled Jeffrey’s discovery of a severed ear opens up a dangerous underside to the safe, idyllic Peyton Place, his hometown.

Dir. David Lynch USA 1986 2h

Nuclear Family Double Bill
Buffalo 66 (15) & Happiness (18)

Sun 30 Mar 2.30pm & 5pm

An exaggerated, crazy, evocative portrait of the American Midwest. Vincent Gallo wrote, directed and starred as an ex-con who returns to his childhood home (with a kidnapped ‘girlfriend’ in tow), plotting revenge on the player whose Superbowl foul-up he blames for ruining his life. 

Dir. Vincent Gallo USA 1998 1h 50m

+

Todd Solondz peels back the veneer of decent American society to depict a realm of sexual dysfunction, intimidation, loneliness and unfulfilled desire among members of a family and their associates, all in need of something abnormal (and usually unpleasant). Controversial, hilarious and surprisingly tender towards its characters’ weaknesses.

Dir. Todd Solondz USA 1998 2h 14m

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Family Screening: Azur & Asmar: The Princes' Quest (U)

Sat 15 Mar 3.30pm & 5.45pm

Ravishingly designed animation for all ages, this is the latest from French master Michel Ocelot. Azur and Asmar journey into an Arabian-nights style world of bright, vibrant colours, magical lands and unknown dangers to rescue the fairy of their bedtime stories. ‘Beautiful cinema… whose every frame could be hung on an art gallery wall‘ - Financial Times.

Dir. Michel Ocelot France / Belgium / Spain 2006 1h 39m

60s Rock Icons Double Bill
I’m Not There (15) & Sympathy For The Devil (15)

Sun 16 Mar 2.30pm & 5.15pm

An audacious ensemble piece in which six actors portray Bob Dylan as a series of shifting personae; more cine-portrait than conventional biopic. Marvellous and mystifying, Haynes cuts between Dylan’s multiple existences in parallel. Dylan himself remains elusive throughout.

Dir. Todd Haynes USA 2007 2h 15m

+

Rich in the spirit of ’68, this movie is a strange brew: Rolling Stones rock-doc and bonkers cine-Marxist polemic. The latter is typical Godard genius-nonsense, outraged and outrageous in its counter-cultural howling. The former is simply genius.

Dir. Jean-Luc Godard UK 1968 1h 40m

No Country For Old Men (18)

Fri 21 Mar 8.30pm / Sat 22 Mar 6pm & 8.30pm / Sun 23 Mar 8.30pm 

Cormac McCarthy’s tale of a busted drug deal and the violent wages of one man's misguided attempt to make off with ill-gotten gains provides the bones of this relentless, bloody film, told with customary wit and impeccable craftsmanship. Arguably the Coens’ finest work since Fargo. 

Dirs. Coen Bros. USA 2007 2h 2m

Tommy Lee Jones Double Bill 
In The Valley of Elah (15) & The 3 Burials of Melquiades Estrada (15)

Sun 23 Mar 2.30pm & 5pm

The spare, ingrained purity of Tommy Lee Jones' acting, here as in No Country for Old Men, is astonishing. He drives this haunting film as a Vietnam veteran stonewalled by military as he investigates the death of his soldier son in a meditation on the destruction caused by the 
Iraq war. Dir. Paul Haggis USA 2007 2h 1m

+

Jones's big-screen directorial debut is a poetic drama about a cowboy determined to take the body of his Mexican friend, a murdered illegal immigrant, back across the Texan border for a proper burial. Screenwriter Guillermo Arriaga (21 Grams) creates a gritty tale, albeit with some Weekend at Bernie’s-style corpse abuse as light relief.

Dir. Tommy Lee Jones USA / France 2005 2h 1m

Romania Weekend

A mini season of great Romanian cinema over one weekend. 

Double Bill 
1208 East Of Bucharest (15) & The Death of Mr Lazarescu (15)

Sun 6 Apr 2.30pm & 4.30pm

On the revolution's 16th anniversary, hot debate ensues on small town Vaslui's TV call-in show as townsfolk recall their dubious parts in the uprising against Ceausescu. A bittersweet, comic study of memory and disappointment in present day Romania.

Dir. Corneliu Porumboiu Romania 2006 1h 29m Subtitled

+

Dante Lazarescu is dying. His final night is one of medical hell, straight out of his namesake's Inferno. Except for one compassionate paramedic, the string of exhausted, demoralized hospital staff who (mis) treat him only see a troublesome old drunk, but this dry, perfectly paced study unfolds to reveal Lazarescu in all his complexity.

Dir. Cristi Puiu Romania 2005 2h 33m Subtitled

4 Months, 3 Weeks And 2 Days (15)

Sat 5 & Sun 6 Apr 8.30pm

Winner of the 2007 Palme d’Or, this is an astounding, harrowing film. A student friendship is tested when a girl goes for an illegal abortion in late-80s Romania. Built around breathtaking acting during 10 minute takes, murky and unbearably tense throughout, it is both bleak and brilliant.

Dir. Cristian Mungiu Romania 2007 1h 53m Subtitled

Deborah Kerr Double Bill 
Night Of The Iguana (12A) + Black Narcissus (12A)

Sun 13 Apr 2.30pm & 5pm

Huston's rich adaptation of Tennessee Williams, steeped in religious iconography twists into delightful sacrilege. Richard Burton makes the most of his disgraced preacher, battling the temptations of the bottle and the flesh. Sanctuary offers itself in the shape of spinster Deborah Kerr.

Dir. John Huston USA 1964 2h 5m 

+

A folly of nuns set out to establish a clinic in a remote Himalayan outpost, struggling against harsh surroundings, suspicious locals and their earthly desires as this visually astounding film builds to a truly heart-stopping finale. Part melodrama, part thriller it stands as amongst Powell’s most iconic works.

Dir. Michael Powell & Emeric Pressburger UK 1947 1h 41m

Espionage Double Bill 
Lust, Caution (18) & The Lady Vanishes (U)

Sun 20 Apr 2.30pm & 5.45pm

Set during WW2, Ang Lee’s beautifully shot erotic spy film noir, is a mesmerising study in emotional risk and desire. In Hong Kong and (later) Shanghai, a young drama student enters into a relationship based on deceit, danger and pain in order to ensnare a high-level collaborator on behalf of the Resistance. 

Dir. Ang Lee USA / China / Taiwan / Hong Kong 2007 2h 38m Subtitled 

+

Hitchcock lays out a plot as delightfully thick as could be wished for in this, one of his best British movies, which remains comically fresh. Our heroine (Margaret Lockwood) strikes up an acquaintance with an old lady on a Trans-continental train, but apparently none of the other passengers notice her subsequent disappearance. 

Dir. Alfred Hitchcock UK 1938 1h 37m

The Diving Bell And The Butterfly (15)

Sun 20 Apr 8.30pm

The memoir of Jean-Dominique Bauby who became immobilized by ‘locked-in syndrome’ following a stroke, is the source for this painterly film. Bauby's frustrations are narrated with grim wit and cinematic panache, with the accomplished cinematography capturing his locked-in viewpoint as well as the patchwork collage of his memories and fantasies.

Dir. Julian Schnabel France 2007 1h 52m Subtitled

American Idol Double bill
Easy Rider (18) & Five Easy Pieces (15) 

Sun 4 May 2.30pm & 4.45pm

Hopper and Fonda's legendary road-trip, notable for capturing (and also defining) the culture it was created in. Two dropouts seek freedom on their way from LA to New Orleans' Mardi Gras, but are thwarted by their own hang-ups and bigoted violence. Especially remembered for a pulse-pounding LSD sequence and its shockingly downbeat ending. 

Dir. Dennis Hopper USA 1969 1h 35m

+

One of the best character-pieces ever put to film. A blend of road movie and social critique, Five Easy Pieces offers a brutally enlightening picture of America during the Vietnam years. Jack Nicholson's Bobby is the embodiment of both the era and the US itself; part drifter, part redneck, part patrician.

Dir. Bob Rafelson USA 1970 1h 36m 

Kusturica Double Bill
Black Cat, White Cat (15) & Underground (15)

Sun 11 May 2.30pm & 5pm

In order to settle a debt with a business associate, a con artist arranges a marriage between his son and the associate’s sister. The ensuing wedding, one of the most bizarre celebrations ever committed to celluloid, is trademark Kusturican choreographed chaos. A delightful, madcap farce.

Dir. Emir Kusturica France / Germany / Yugoslavia 1999 2h 9m Subtitled

+

Kusturica’s sprawling, outlandish and moving allegory on the turbulence and ultimate dissolution of Yugoslavia. From musical romp to surreal fantasy, it lurches around like its usually drunk protagonists - a pair of black marketeering, backstabbing pals who are accompanied everywhere by a riotous gyspy band. 

Dir. Emir Kusturica France / Germany / Hungary / Yugoslavia1996 2h 50m Subtitled

Artists' Film And Video: Artist’s Moving Image Course Screenings

Part of the ongoing Monday evening course in artists’ film and video, these screenings are open to all. 

Guerillère Talks & Little Stabs At Happiness
Mon 3 Mar 9pm

Dick's first film, saturated in the spirit of art-punk New York. Wilfully primitive super 8 film and home-movie style are used to explore the self-image and social politics of a diverse group of women. 

Dir. Vivienne Dick USA 1978 24m 

+

A collection of segments shot with the aim of grabbing back cinema from the professionals. Material was cut in as it came out of the camera, embarrassing moments kept intact. 

Dir. Ken Jacobs USA 1963 18m 16mm

Margaret Tait: Where I Am Is Here & On The Mountain
Mon 10 Mar 9pm

Margaret Tait was one of Britain's most unique and individual artist filmmakers. Born on Orkney, she was sent away to school in Edinburgh when she was nine. Her impressions of the strangeness of that 'new' urban world are echoed in this film, with its melancholic, repetitive structure, coal-blackened streets, and sad ‘crocodiles’ of schoolgirls in rigid uniforms.

Dir. Margaret Tait UK 1964 35m 16mm

+

Incorporating one of her previous films for which the negative was lost (Rose Street, 1956), Tait preserved the earlier film by re-framing it in colour, in a contrasted look at the same street in 1974. This film documents the unwelcome effects of time and development. 

Dir. Margaret Tait UK 1973 35m 16mm

Wavelength & Hall
Mon 17 Mar 9pm

Wavelength’s use of film's material and formal foundations as a subject established it as one of avant-garde cinema's most conceptually advanced investigations into its own medium, echoing similar trends in modern painting and sculpture. Once described as 'the most consequential zoom shot in the history of cinema'.

Dir. Michael Snow Canada / USA 1967 45m 

+

An admirer of Snow, Gidal's own works are also interrogations into the formalist aspect of film, with an emphasis on grain, duration, tempo and editing structures as well as a wilful desire to ‘make things difficult for the spectator’.

Dir. Peter Gidal USA 1968 / 9 10m 16mm 

ICO Essentials: Secret Masterpieces of Cinema 

Drawing on a range of film from across the world, this monthly series presents revelatory works which have influenced countless artists and films. Each programme explores a different theme, offering a variety of perspectives on artists' filmmaking. www.Icoessentials.org.uk 

Essentials 1: Dreams

With an introduction from curator George Clark.

Tue 1 Apr 7.30pm

Film has flirted with the fantastic since its origins. Curator George Clark has assembled this collection of the mythic, the nightmarish and the psychedelic, revealing cinema in all its magical intensity. Films include Un Chien Andalou (1929), Les Jeux des Anges (1964), Meshes of the Afternoon, (1943), Dimensions of Dialogue (1982), Asparagus (1974-1978) and Our Lady of the Sphere (1969). 1h 22m

Essentials 2: Protest

Sat 24 May 7.30pm

40 years after May ’68, The Otolith Group present this selection of iconic cine-pamphlets, cine-manifestos and film-essays that mobilized social energies of discontent and struggle that convulsed the 20th century. These artists use the political forms of montage, collage and appropriation to produce radical interventions. Including: Jean Vigo, Harun Farocki, Jean-Marie Straub and Danièle Huillet, Santiago Alvarez and Jorge Furtado. 88m 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

Torsten Lauschmann: Fur Coat & No Knickers

Sun 13 April 7.30pm

Torsten Lauschmann presents an evening of films & videos by himself, Glasgow contemporaries and other varied sources that reflect his artistic research and practice. The screening will be followed by assorted musical treats from Torsten and his friends. Presented in collaboration with Lux. Contact box office for details.

Night: A Time Between
Sun 4 May 7.30pm

An evening of films to coincide with the Royal West of England Academy exhibition Night: A Time Between (22 Mar - 11 May). Artist’s shorts, including works by Anthony Shapland, Emily Richardson and Guy Sherwin will be followed by a special screening of Jules Dassin’s 1950 superior film noir, Night and The City (PG), introduced by Dr Andrew Spicer (UWE Reader in Cultural Studies). Contact box office for full details.

Mar - May 2008

Film Programme
Mar - May 2008

Music Listings
Sat 3 May 8.30pm

The Unknown (PG)

With live score from Team Brick. Followed by DJs in the bar.
£6.00/£5.00 concs

Bristol’s most exciting and unpredictable live performer (seen supporting Portishead and Aphex Twin last year), Team Brick, perform an original re-score accompanied by a brass ensemble, to this rare silent film, a twisted circus love horror which features the great Lon Chaney as the knife thrower willing to lose his arms to get the girl he desires. 

Dir. Tod Browning USA 1927 50m apx Silent
Mar - May 2008

Family Events Listings
Mash Up

Sat 19 April 12.00 - 4.00pm
Free/No Need To Book

Mash Up is Arnolfini's free regular family-friendly activity day. Come to Mash Up and take part in workshops that tell stories, capture a moment and take you to another place. Mash Up creates an informal atmosphere and there’s something for everyone, of any age, to take part in and try something new.
Mar - May 2008

Events Listings
Artists’ Lecture Series

Wednesdays 6.00pm
£5.00/£3.00 concs. Free for UWE staff and students with NUS ID. Organised by School of fine arts, University of the West of England

Artists’ Lecture Series

Elizabeth Price 

Wed 5 Mar

Elizabeth Price uses video to explore archives, collections and the institutions that house them. They provide a wander through the half-lit places and strange laws of the institutional, opening in documentary style, but mutating towards gothic fiction. 

Artists’ Lecture Series

Richard Woods 

Wed 12 Mar

Richard Woods’s installations mix traditional printmaking and historical motifs with industrial materials and approaches. He transforms the interiors and facades of buildings with boldly imposed surfaces that question ideas of taste and value. Woods will discuss his influences and projects, and the relationship between art, architecture and design, decoration and disorientation in his work.

Presented in association with Foreground, Frome. 

Artists’ Lecture Series

Rosalind Nashashibi And Olivia Plender 

Wed 16 Apr 

A discussion with Arnolfini’s Exhibitions Curator, Nav Haq, about the artists’ work and recent artists’ books. The event is a collaboration with BookWorks, London, who published the books as part of the Singular Sociology series. This will be followed by a book launch in the Bookshop.

Artists’ Lecture Series

Cornelia Parker 

Wed 23 Apr

Cornelia Parker’s work manipulates found objects in order to trigger new meanings from 
the familiar and create cultural metaphors. Ideas of destruction, memory, beauty and belief intersect in installations, sculpture, and video that are often characterized by sensations of violence or suspension. 

Presented in association with Foreground, Frome.

Making It Up With Studio Upstairs 

Sat 29 Mar & Sat 10 May 11.00am - 4.00pm
£5.00/£3.00 concs

Aimed at anyone with an interest in art, Making It Up is led by experienced Studio Upstairs artists who work in a focused, but informal manner. Participants will be supported to make work in response to Arnolfini’s current exhibitions in an emotional, rather than intellectual way. Recommended age 16+. Limited places so advanced booking recommended. For more information about Studio Upstairs see www.studioupstairs.org.uk
Stephen Willats: A State Of Agreement 

Wed 30 Apr 6.00pm
£5.00/£3.00 concs. 
Free for UWE staff and students with NUS ID

A newly commissioned film about artist Stephen Willats and the ideas and concepts that have informed his work. The film is in the form of a conversation between Willats and Dr Andrew Wilson, Curator of Modern and Contemporary Art at Tate Britain. It is shot in the artist's studio and at sites in West London that have featured in some of his most important works. The screening of the film will be preceded by a short introductory talk by Dr Stephanie Willats.

Dir. Charlotte Ginsburg UK 2008 30m

Rosie Dennis Workshop 

Mon 19 May 6.00pm

£8.00/£6.00 concs

Rosie Dennis leads this hands-on workshop for professional and semiprofessional live art practitioners. She will focus on improvisational structures and techniques that can be used to generate material and shape both movement-based work or spoken word performances. Please contact Tim Harrison on tim.harrison@arnolfini.org.uk for further information.

Bristol Festival of Ideas 2008 

Bristol Festival of Ideas returns in May 2008 with a full programme of debates, lectures and discussions. Events at Arnolfini include Baroness Susan Greenfield, Director of the Royal Institution of Great Britain, discussing identity; a panel discussion on the 60s and the legacy of idealism; and Naomi Klein whose new book The Shock Doctrine (Allen Lane) critically examines the success of America’s ‘free market’ policies. For details of events at Arnolfini please go to our website. For information about the full programme see www.ideasfestival.co.uk or pick up a copy of the festival brochure at Arnolfini.

March - May 2008

Events Listings
Editors Notes

Arnolfini’s programme includes film, live art, dance, music, literature, exhibitions and many other events. It is supported by Arts Council England, South West and Bristol City Council.

Cinema tickets £5.50/£4.00 concs including double bills unless otherwise stated

March gallery opening hours: 10.00am to 6.00pm, Mon - Sun
Please note new gallery opening hours  from 1 April

Tue – Sun and Bank Holiday Mondays 10.00am to 6.00pm 

Admissions to the galleries is free.

For more information, please contact 

Katie DuLake, Marketing Manager, Tel: 0117 917 2315 Email: Katie.DuLake@arnolfini.org.uk or Sharon Tuttle, Marketing Co-ordinator, Tel: 0117 917 2316 Sharon.Tuttle@arnolfini.org.uk


A selection of images is available.

Audience information: 

Arnolfini, 16 Narrow Quay, Bristol, BS1 4QA. 

All tickets from Arnolfini Box office unless stated otherwise: 0117 917 2300 / 01. 

Further information available from boxoffice@arnolfini.org.uk or www.arnolfini.org.uk
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